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From its earliest days, Greenpeace 
has borne witness to environmental 
crime, and challenged those who 
fail to protect our planet.

Join us on a trip through time that 
begins with a group of protesters 
and environmentalists who set sail 
to take on a superpower,  through to 
Greenpeace’s campaigns and actions 
around the world today. 

Discover the many ordinary people 
who have chosen to do extraordinary 
things in order to save our planet.



The photos in this exhibition show defining moments in Greenpeace’s history; photos that have played a pivotal role in pushing environmental issues high-up 
the daily news agenda. In the year marking Greenpeace’s 50th anniversary, we wanted to bring you a selection of these images to show you more about what 
Greenpeace is, and what Greenpeace does.

Although this photo exhibition looks back at 50 years of Greenpeace, in the last 12 months, climate change and the destruction of nature have become 
impossible to ignore. Millions of people took to the streets as wildfires raged and heatwaves threatened lives – hitting many of the communities least responsible 
hardest. 

The latest science shows we have only 10 years to prevent runaway climate change; but real opportunities exist to stop the climate and nature emergency – 
and the solutions are right in front of us. Companies and governments need to stop their addiction to dirty fossil fuels. Switch to clean renewable energy and 
transport. Save and protect our forests and oceans.

Greenpeace is comprised of 27 independent national/regional organisations in over 55 countries across Europe, the Americas, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, as well as a co-ordinating body, Greenpeace International.

Greenpeace - 50 Years of Making Waves
March 21 - August 15 2020. Jackson Foundation, St Just, Cornwall.



1970 

This is where we start. 

A benefit concert in Canada given by Joni Mitchell, 
James Taylor and Phil Ochs raised $17,000 and paid 
for the fuel that went into the boat that launched the 
first Greenpeace campaign against nuclear testing the 
following year. 

The words green and peace came together at an early 
meeting of the Don’t Make a Wave Committee when one 
of the members flashed his usual V sign and said “Peace” 
and another said “Make it a greenpeace.” 

©George Kropinski/Greenpeace



1971
A small group of activists set sail in the Phyllis 
Cormack to the Amchitka island off Alaska to 
try and stop a US nuclear weapons test. Even 
though they failed to reach the testing zone 
such was the outcry that the US abandoned 
testing. 

Note there were no women in the first crew, as 
the skipper Captain Cormack wouldn’t allow an 
unmarried female on his boat.

©Greenpeace/Robert Keziere



1972 

France had begun their development of a nuclear weapons programme in the 1950’s, and by 1966 had tested
a 120-kiloton bomb that resulted in radioactive contamination reaching 1,900 miles away.

The test of this bomb in the Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific unleashed protests across the world.   

©Science History Images/Alamy



1973
 
At Mururoa Atoll in French Polynesia, France 
was still testing nuclear weapons in the 
atmosphere. 

In his 12 metre ketch Vega and with a 
Greenpeace banner, David McTaggart entered 
the testing zone for the second time. French 
commandos boarded the yacht and David was 
badly beaten - the first Rainbow Warrior.

©Greenpeace/Ann-Marie Horne



1974
 
Following a number of audacious intrusions into the 
nuclear testing zone by David McTaggart in his yacht 
Vega, renamed Greenpeace 111, France announced that 
it would end its atmospheric nuclear testing programme. 

On board the Vega: Mary Lornie (front), Ann-Marie 
Horne, David McTaggart (middle), and Nigel Ingram.

©Greenpeace/(Photographer Unknown)



1975
 
Greenpeace now moved from nuclear issues to protecting whales with an expedition against the Soviet whaling 
fleet off the Californian coast. 

Greenpeace activists Marilyn Kaga and Paul Watson placed themselves in the firing line between the harpoon sights 
and the whales.

©Greenpeace/Rex Weyler



1976
Greenpeace begins a campaign protesting against the slaughter of baby seals in Newfoundland. 

Greenpeace seal campaign activists Paul Watson and Bob Hunter sit down with a Harp seal pup and blockade a 
Norwegian sealing ship on the Labrador ice floes, during the 1976 Canadian seal hunt.

©Greenpeace/Patrick Moore



1977 
During the early part of 1977 one of the 
founders, Denise Bell dedicated herself to finding 
a ship that could take Greenpeace into the whale 
hunting grounds of the North Atlantic. 

She found a trawler in London near the Isle of 
Dogs. It took 8 months to raise enough money 
to make a 10% down payment to purchase what 
became the first Rainbow Warrior.

©Greenpeace/David McTaggart



1978 
In May, Greenpeace’s new flagship the Rainbow Warrior, sails into the North Atlantic whaling areas to confront ships 
like the Icelandic Hvalur (shown here with a man on the harpoon). 

The crew sucessfully hinders whaling activities making whaling a topic in Iceland.

©Greenpeace/Jean Paul Ferrero



1979
This is Greenpeace’s first action against nuclear 
dumping.

Activists from the Rainbow Warrior try to 
prevent UK dumpship Gem from dumping 2000 
tonnes of UK nuclear waste into international 
waters. 

One of the barrels (weighing 270 kilos) dumped 
into the sea destroyed a Greenpeace inflatable.

©Greenpeace/Pierre Gleizes



1980
The Rainbow Warrior obstructs the
Pacific Fisher carrying nuclear shipments of 
spent fuel rods from Japanese nuclear power 
plants being shipped from Cherbourg, France 
and Barrow-in-Furness, UK, to the reprocessing 
plants at La Hague and Sellafield.

©Greenpeace/Jean Paul Ferrero



1981
Greenpeace activists spray 200 baby seals 
with harmless green dye to prevent them from 
being killed, making their white pelt worthless 
for seal hunters. 

The Canadian coastguard arrested the activists. 

Shortly afterwards the European Parliament 
recommended a ban of seal products.

©Greenpeace/Pierre Gleizes



1982
Greenpeace activists in inflatables protest 
against the dumping of 7,000 tonnes of nuclear 
waste by dumpship Rijnborg. 

Two waste barrels are dropped from the 
dumpship by the Dutch crew on top of a 
Greenpeace inflatable causing it to capsize and 
seriously injuring the Greenpeace captain.

©Greenpeace/Jean Paul Ferrero



1983
The ocean incinerator ship Vulcanus 11 is 
loaded every three weeks with 3,000 tonnes 
of chemical waste that often contained toxic 
and carcinogenic compounds. 

Eighty miles offshore the waste is incinerated 
at temperatures reaching 1100 degrees 
celsius. 

Greenpeace was calling for a ban on the 
incineration of chemical waste at sea.

©Stephen McAllister/Greenpeace



1984
Two Greenpeace climbers scaled the 
55 metre clock tower of the Houses of 
Parliament known as Big Ben. 

They remained aloft for 11 hours, hanging 
two-metre high red letters across the face of 
the famous clock to protest against nuclear 
testing.

©Greenpeace/Ron Taylor



1985
The Rainbow Warrior has been in Auckland, 
New Zealand for three days preparing 
to resume opposition to French plans to 
conduct a series of underground tests. 

At ten minutes to midnight on the 10th July, 
two explosions rip through the ship sinking 
her, and killing Greenpeace photographer 
Fernando Pereira. 

France’s Prime Minister is forced to admit 
that French agents acting under orders had 
indeed blown up the Rainbow Warrior.

©Greenpeace/John Miller



1986
Pipe blocking action by Greenpeace at 
Portman on the Mediterranean. 

The pipe dumps solid industrial waste into 
the Mediterranean containing cadmium, 
lead, zinc, cyanide and sulphuric acid.

©Greenpeace/Lorette Dorreboom



1987
In January, the ship MV Greenpeace sets 
out from New Zealand on an expedition to 
Antarctica. 

The crew sets up the first non-governmental 
Antarctic station, the ‘World Park’ base in 
the vicinity of Ross Island, 200 metres off the 
beach at Cape Evans. It included a helicopter 
to lift sections of the base ashore and the 
supplies for a 12 month stay.

©Greenpeace/Andy Loor



1988
The MV Sirius and four of her inflatables 
intercepted the nuclear aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, part of the sixth fleet, 
on her arrival at Palma de Mallorca. 

The Eisenhower, which is nine times as long as 
the Sirius, carries 100 nuclear bombs for her 
aircraft and 25-30 nuclear depth charges. The 
ship is powered by two atomic reactors. 

The following day, the Sirius was arrested in 
Ibiza harbour, and a military guard was placed 
on board.

©Greenpeace/Miguel Angel Gremo



1989
Saw the launch of “Greenpeace: 
Breakthrough”, a double album featuring 
hit tracks donated by 24 leading 
musicians and bands. 

With an intial run of 3 million copies it 
was not only the biggest release of a 
Western rock record in the USSR but was 
also the first to be issued simultaneously 
in the Soviet Union and the rest of the 
world. 

Musicians gathering in Red Square 
Moscow for the release of the album 
included: Brinsley Forde, David Byrne, 
Chrissie Hynde, The Edge, Alannah 
Currie, Tom Bailey, Peter Gabriel, Annie 
Lennox, Karl Wallinger, Gary Chambers, 
Jerry Harrison and John Farnham.

©Greenpeace/Andy Booth



1990
Greenpeace crew member Ricardo Roura 
celebrating his birthday by having a bath on 
the helideck of MV Gondwana, en route to 
Antarctica for the second leg of the expedition.

©Mike Midgley/Greenpeace



1991
Greenpeace staff in many countries - 
including the US, the UK and Germany 
participate in demonstrations against the 
Gulf War. 

Seven months after the end of the war, more 
that 300 oil wells are still burning in Kuwait, 
causing widespread atmospheric pollution. 
Greenpeace documents the ecological 
effects of the war on the region. 

Our picture shows Paul Horsman holding an 
oiled bird in his hands in Kuwait.

©Greenpeace/Jim Hodson



1992
Glastonbury Festival founder Michael Eavis 
invited Greenpeace to be a part of the festival. 
Greenpeace supporters were invited, and over 
the years Greenpeace’s activities there have 
grown. 

Thanks to both Michael and Emily Eavis for 
their generous support both financially and for 
the Greenpeace campaigns. 

This photo shows our very first campaign at 
the festival. ‘Save the Ozone Layer,’ which 
was being damaged by CFCs widely found in 
aerosols.

©Greenpeace/Robert Morris



1993
The Greenpeace ship the MV Greenpeace 
tracked down and documented a Russian ship, 
the TNT27, dumping liquid nuclear waste into 
the Sea of Japan.

©Greenpeace/Hiroto Kiryu



1994
After years of Greenpeace actions against 
whaling, the Antarctic whale sanctuary, 
proposed by France and supported by 
Greenpeace, is approved by the International 
Whaling Commission at its meeting in 
Mexico. 

Two humpback whales are seen here 
breaching in Hawaii.

©James D. Watt/SeaPics.com



1995
Shell announces plans to dispose of its Brent 
Spa oil storage and tanker-loading buoy by 
sinking it in the North Sea.

Greenpeace occupies the oil platform and 
activists manage to stay on board from 30th 
April - 24th May. 

After the epic confrontation Shell finally gives 
way, deciding not to sink it.

©Greenpeace/David Sims



1996
Greenpeace discovered that McVitie’s were 
using fish oil derived from sand eels caught 
on the Wee Bankie in Scotland which was the 
primary foodstock for the puffins there.

Activists dressed as puffins paid their factory 
a visit and got an undertaking from them to 
cease the use of fish oil from non-sustainable 
industrial fishing in European waters within 
one year. 

An estimated 8 billion sandeels were being 
taken from the North Sea each year by 
destructive industrial fishing.

©David Hoffman/Greenpeace



1997
Greenpeace activists in the water in the north-eastern Atlantic to protest against the planned exploitation of new oil 
fields. 

In the background is the BP Stena Dee oil rig. The action’s slogan is “No New Oil - Stop Climate Change.”

©David Sims/Greenpeace



1998
Greenpeace sent investigators to the world’s largest scrapping site for ocean going ships in Alang, India.

Here they witnessed appalling worker conditions and mass environmental pollution: workers were routinely having 
to remove carcinogenic asbestos with their bare hands; toxic materials were being dumped in the sea or on nearby 
agricultural land; workers were seen torch-cutting ship steel into small pieces and inhaling the toxic fumes of lead 
paints. 

The woman shown is carrying asbestos insulation materials from the ships. 

©Christoph Engel/Greenpeace



1999
Greenpeace activists harvest a field of 
genetically-modified maize in Lyng, Norfolk and 
are arrested.

They are acquitted before a court a year later. 

In the meantime, leading European 
supermarkets declare that they will no longer 
permit the use of genetically modified basic 
foodstuffs into their own-brand products.

©Greenpeace/Steve Morgan



2000 
A Greenpeace inflatable attached to a whale 
being hauled into the Japanese factory ship 
Nisshin Mari in the Southern Ocean. 

Japanese whalers were killing whales under the 
guise of “scientific whaling.” 

©Greenpeace/John Cunningham



2001
In ports around Europe, Greenpeace 
activists take action against freighters 
delivering old-growth lumber and paper 
products made from wood coming from the 
Great Bear Rainforest in Canada. 

After fifteen-years of campaigning an 
agreement was reached protecting the old-
growth area from industrial logging.

©Greenpeace/Mark Warford



2002
The oil-tanker disaster - Black days.

Following the sinking of the single hulled 
oil tanker Prestige, thousands of volunteers 
worked for weeks to remove oil from the 
polluted Atlantic coast of Galicia, Spain.

The Prestige was carrying 77,000 tons of fuel 
oil when it sank polluting 2,500 kilometres of 
coastline from northern Portugal to the south 
of France. 

©Greenpeace/Pedro Armestre



2003
At 8am on 21 March 2003, a Greenpeace hot air balloon delivered an anti-war message over the runway at 
RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire, from where US B52 planes were launching bombing raids against Iraq.

©Greenpeace/David Sims



2004 

Following years of campaigning in the Amazon 
by Greenpeace and other environmental 
organisations, the Brazilian government stood 
up at last to the forces of illegal loggers, greedy 
soya and beef barons by creating two massive 
protected reserves. The presidential decree 
protected 2-million hectares of the Amazon 
forest. 

Often hidden from view except from the air, our 
photo shows huge swathes of the forest being 
cleared for growing soya. 

©Greenpeace/Luciana Napchan



2005
Artist and Greenpeace supporter Kurt Jackson, 
shown sketching from a RIB (rigid inflatable 
boat) during a visit to the Greenpeace ship, 
Esperanza, to lend his support to the Dolphin 
bycatch campaign. 

Greenpeace was in the English Channel 
protesting against pelagic pair trawling 
due to the high numbers of dolphin deaths 
associated with it.

©Kate Davison/Greenpeace



2006 
Marine Conservationist Charles Moore displays 
a toothbrush found in the Central North Pacific 
Ocean whilst holding a banner which reads ‘Is 
This Yours?’ 

This was part of the Ocean Defenders Campaign 
in which the Greenpeace ship MV Esperanza 
sailed to the Pacific Ocean, sometimes referred 
to as the North Pacific garbage patch, to 
document the threat that plastic poses to the 
environment and sea life. 

©Greenpeace/Alex Hofford



2007
A Greenpeace activist abseils down Kingsnorth 
coal-fired power station.  

Six Greenpeace activists were aquitted of 
criminal damage by the crown court jury in a 
case that centred on the contribution made to 
climate change by buring coal.The coal plant 
was demolished in 2018.

©Will Rose/Greenpeace



2008 

Quit Coal - No smoke without fire. 

The Rainbow Warrior strategically posed in 
front of the E.ON coal-fired power plant in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 

The UK government has since committed to 
removing coal from our power supplies by 
2025. 

©Will Rose/Greenpeace



2009
A woman offers flowers to a policeman 
during a demonstration joined by up to 
100,000 people on the Global Day of Action in 
Copenhagen. 

The march was part of activities worldwide, 
directed at world leaders gathered at the 
COP15 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference.

©Christian Åslund/Greenpeace



2010
The UK government axes plans for a third 
runway at Heathrow airport. Greenpeace 
opposed the plan because it ran contrary to 
efforts to reduce carbon emissions in the UK. 

Heathrow airport is already the single largest 
emitter of carbon in the UK and a third 
runway would contribute an additional 6 
million tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere 
every year. The decision has been since been 
reviewed and remains controversial. 

©Nick Cobbing/Greenpeace



2011
Anti-nuclear Projections in Spain. 

One month after the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster hit Japan, destroying lives and causing mass 
evacuations, Greenpeace activists project the anti-nuclear message in Spanish “No more Fukushima” onto the 
Cofrentes Nuclear Power Plant. 

This and other actions at other operating Spanish nuclear power plants are carried out to demand an end to the 
nuclear age.

©Pedro Armestre/Greenpeace



2012 
Greenpeace activists dressed as polar bears 
protest at a Shell petrol station in Malmö, 
Sweden against Shell’s plan to drill for oil in 
the Arctic seas off the coast of Alaska that 
summer. A police officer writes a report next 
to one of the activists.

©Christian Åslund/Greenpeace



2013
Russian security services abseil from a 
helicopter onto the deck of the Arctic 
Sunrise and seize the ship at gunpoint 
following an attempt by five Greenpeace 
International activists to climb the 
‘Prirazlomnaya’, an oil platform operated 
by Russian energy giant Gazprom, in the 
Pechora Sea. 

The activists were there to peacefully 
protest against Arctic oil drilling.

©Denis Sinyakov/Greenpeace



2014
A semi submerged Statue of Liberty in the 
Arctic Ocean draws attention to the effects of 
climate change on rising sea levels, as world 
leaders are about to gather in New York for 
the Climate Summit hosted by UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon. 

The melting of Arctic glaciers and ice sheets 
contributes directly to global sea level rise.

©Christian Åslund/Greenpeace



2015
Actress Emma Thompson joins Greenpeace 
to deliver a celebratory speech outside Shell’s 
London head offices the day after the Anglo-
Dutch oil major announced it was pulling out 
of Arctic oil drilling. 

Emma helps volunteer puppeteers move 
Aurora, the double decker bus-sized polar 
bear, from Shell’s front door where she has 
been standing for the past month in protest at 
Shell’s Arctic oil drilling.

©John Cobb/Greenpeace



2016
Acclaimed Italian composer and pianist 
Ludovico Einaudi performs one of his own 
compositions on a floating platform in the 
Arctic Ocean, in front of the Wahlenbergbreen 
glacier in Svalbard, Norway. 

The composition, Elegy for the Arctic, was 
inspired by eight million voices from around 
the world calling for Arctic protection. The 
Greenpeace ship Arctic Sunrise carried 
Einaudi, the grand piano and eight million 
voices to Svalbard. 

© Pedro Armestre/Greenpeace



2017
Resist Trump Banner Action in Washington 
D.C.

Greenpeace activists deploy a banner on a 
construction crane near the White House 
reading “RESIST” on President Trump’s fifth 
day in office. 

The activists are calling for those who want 
to resist Trump’s attacks on environmental, 
social, economic and educational justice, to 
contribute to a better America.

©Kate Davison/Greenpeace



2018
Greenpeace visits Coke’s Xmas advertising site 
in London.

In the latest action in Greenpeace’s global 
campaign to get Coca-Cola to reduce their 
enormous plastic footprint by ditching single-
use plastic bottles, Greenpeace UK’s life-
size polar bear puppet, Paula, turned up in 
Piccadilly Circus, London, to hijack Coke’s 
newly upgraded giant advertising screen. 

In the UK, 16-million plastic bottles will be 
dumped into our environment every day. 

©Chris J Ratcliffe/Greenpeace



2019
Greenpeace activists wrap the EU summit 
venue in Brussels with images of giant 
flames, setting off clouds of smoke, flares 
and sounding fire alarms to urge European 
government leaders to take immediate 
action to respond to the climate emergency. 

This will continue to be a priority for 
Greenpeace in this next decade of change.

©Eric De Mildt/Greenpeace



It’s time to stand up for our planet like never before. We know from experience that together we can 
turn the tide on ‘business as usual’. 

If you are already a supporter – your support couldn’t be more valuable. If you would like to help us, please 
visit our website to find out more about our work and how to join us.

www.greenpeace.org.uk


